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THE NEXT CHAPTER OF THE MAPLEWOOD LIBRARY

THE MAPLEWOOD LIBRARY FOUNDATION

WRITING A NEW STORY



THE MAPLEWOOD  
MEMORIAL LIBRARY  
IS THE HEART OF  
OUR COMMUNITY.  

Each day, over 900 children, 
seniors, teens, and adults benefit 

from the services of the library 
– accessing books, magazines, 

movies, and computers, attending 
career and college workshops, 
children’s programming, and 

computer classes in addition to 
enjoying art and music events 

throughout the year. The growing 
need for digital access and digital 

literacy, (15 -20% of Maplewood 
residents do not have a personal 

computer) and the desire and 
need for lifelong learning have 

only expanded the library’s 
mission. Responding to the needs 

of our community, the library is 
undertaking an historic renovation 

to upgrade outdated infrastructure, 
remove technological impediments, 

and address space limitations.

The new, 21st Century Maplewood 
Memorial Library will enable both 

quiet study and collaborative 
learning; it will enrich and educate 
while enhancing the experience of 

every user. A vibrant and critical 
cornerstone of our community,

the library will now  
write its own story.

BUILDING A 21ST CENTURY LIBRARY OPEN FOR ALL



TODAY’S CHALLENGES:

Over the last 60 years, library materials, 
programs and services have expanded and 
overall usage has increased dramatically.  
Over 19,300 Maplewood residents possess a 
library card, 50% more than in 1960, and 100 
new library cards are issued each month. The 
Library now holds 130,000 items, compared 
to 68,000 items in 1960. 

Limited reading areas for  
group and quiet study

Diminished physical space due to the 
increased number of book shelves,  

technology equipment, and data racks

Electrical and data infrastructure no longer  
support the demands of increasing  

computer usage and WiFi logins

Limited facility updates due to asbestos  
in the dropped ceilings and cement floors

Limited reading areas for  
group and quiet study

Basement community gathering  
space has recurring water infiltration  

and flooding issues

OVERALL  USAGE OF THE LIBRARY HAS INCREASED DRAMATICALLY
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OUR PLAN

With your support, the Maplewood 
Memorial Library will be transformed into 
a spacious, light infused, technologically 

updated, LEED-certified building with 
multiple use venues. The new building 
will be both timely and timeless with a 
plan flexible enough to accommodate 

current and future technological needs.

The interior renovation will allow for flexible space throughout to accommodate future change. Depending  
on their placement, bookcases will provide a balance of quiet and interaction. The LEED-certification  

and sustainable nature of this building will serve as an example of green architecture. Universal accessibility  
is a priority as our library is a space for all. And as a resilient structure with natural light and generators,  

the building will support our community in times of crisis as well as in times of celebration.

For all of our stakeholders – children, 
teens, adults, seniors, local organizations 
and businesses - we remain committed 
to providing state of the art technology, 

space for a dynamically curated materials 
collection, attractive rooms and areas 
to conduct small and large business 

meetings and community events, and 
venues to accommodate individual  

and classroom learning.

TOMORROW’S SOLUTIONS



A completely renovated and 
enhanced Children’s Room 
adding a sorely needed room  
for children’s programming.

A dedicated Teen Area designed 
to accommodate collaborative 
work and a Makerspace for 
learning and experimenting with 
new technologies.

An increased number of Meeting 
Rooms to accommodate 
business meetings, collaborative 
projects and tutoring needs.

A multi-purpose Community 
Room moved from the basement 
to the first floor. A separate 
entrance will provide access for 
events after library hours.

PLANNING FOR A REIMAGINED LIBRARY

OUR PLAN
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A Local History Room dedicated 
to the preservation and display 
of invaluable historic Maplewood 
documents and materials.

LEED-certified improvements 
including rooftop solar panels 
will provide an environmentally 
friendly building and operational 
efficiencies.  

New convenient access to 
Maplewood’s Olmsted-designed 
park. Enlarged windows throughout 
the library and a second floor plan 
designed to embrace the outdoors 
will offer abundant natural light.

Adult Areas—dedicated quiet 
spaces transformed by the 
infusion of natural light, views  
of the park, and an outdoor 
reading terrace.

PLANNING FOR A REIMAGINED LIBRARY

OUR PLAN
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New ceilings and floors  
will allow for upgraded  
electrical systems and ease  
of future repairs.

Complete asbestos abatement 
and waterproofing of basement 
will ensure that our building 
remains a safe haven from 
storms in the future.

ADA-approved access achieved 
through leveling the grade of  
the entryway, minimizing ramps 
and improving the ease of 
elevator access.

PLANNING FOR A REIMAGINED LIBRARY

OUR PLAN
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PLANNING FOR A REIMAGINED LIBRARY

Each component of this plan is a response to library needs and  
requests voiced over years of conversation with our community.  

There will be new spaces and functionality for all who use the  
library and perhaps even renewed appeal for current non-users.

JOIN US



The Foundation now invites our community - residents, businesses  
and foundations - to invest in the library and to invest in Maplewood.  

GIFTS AND PLEDGES TO THE CAMPAIGN MAY  
BE MADE OVER A THREE - FIVE YEAR PERIOD.

The Library Board of Trustees, the Library 
Foundation, and the Friends of the Library 
along with the Maplewood Township 
Committee agree that NOW is the time 
to bring our 20th Century library into the 
21st Century. We must act NOW because 
we have the necessary ingredients for a 
successful renovation:

• Dedicated, talented leadership and 
committees

• Fundraising strategy
• An inspired architectural plan
• The potential for matching state funding

In partnership with the Township of 
Maplewood, the Maplewood Memorial 
Library Foundation has launched the 
Writing a New Story Capital Campaign.



JOIN US

The Library has been the 
heart of this community 

for 100 years and we take 
pride in the history and 

accomplishments of the 
library. As good stewards of 

the past, current, and future 
mission of our library, it is our 
obligation to ensure that our 

common meeting space – the 
one institution in Maplewood 
that remains free and open to 

all – reflects our needs and our 
vision for what’s possible.

CONSIDER BEING A PART OF THE NEXT  
CHAPTER IN THE LIBRARY’S HISTORY



JOIN US

The expansion and renovation of 
our Main Library allow us to remain 
abiding curators of our growing 
collection, unwavering supporters 
of information and ideas, and 
responsible guardians addressing and 
serving the community. We have been 
the heart of this community for 100 
years and take pride in the history and 
accomplishments of the library.

 WITH YOUR HELP, WE ARE POISED  
TO WRITE A NEW STORY.



JOIN US

THE MAPLEWOOD LIBRARY FOUNDATION   
51 Baker Street  

Maplewood, New Jersey 07040

Email: maplewoodlibraryfoundation@gmail.com
www.maplewoodlibraryfoundation.org


